
Quirky characters are a key ele-
ment in a successful comedy
and that seems to be central to
Kevin Ganger’s motivation for

directing  “The Nerd.”
Ganger describes the play that

opens Friday at The Empty Space as
“a straight-up laugh-out-loud come-
dy.”

“I love an interesting character, and
‘The Nerd’ is chock full of extreme
characters with unusual personalities
and habits,” he said. “Even just read-
ing the script makes you laugh, so it’s
been fun and hilarious translating
that to the stage.”

This is the first time Ganger has
directed a full-length play, although
he assisted with The Empty Space’s
production of “Faust” in 2011. He also
has directed several one-act festivals,
including the Third-Eye at UC Davis.

Set in 1979, “The Nerd” concerns
an easygoing young architect named
Willum (Josh Evans) who has always
idolized a man named Rick (Chris
Burzlaff), the man who saved his life
in Vietnam.

Written by Larry Shue, the plot
revolves around what happens when
the two men meet for the first time.
Apparently, Willum was unconscious
when Rick dragged him to safety dur-
ing combat.  

When Rick turns up unexpectedly
it isn’t long before Willum realizes his
so-called hero is actually a rude,
insensitive nerd. Unfortunately,
Willum has already invited him to be
his houseguest and is trying to figure
out how to get rid of him.

Others in the cast are Cody Ganger
as Tansy, who is leaving to take a job
as a meteorologist with a Washington,
D.C., television station; Jessica Bur-
zlaff as her friend; and Tim Fromm,
portraying a wealthy businessman
whom Willum is trying to snag as a
client. Performances continue week-
ends through June 1.

Touchable art     
A traveling

exhibit of tac-
tile art that
includes
sculptures as

well as paint-
ings is now

being shown at

Beale Memorial Library.
Maria Rutledge, supervising librari-

an, said the exhibit is being presented
by the Arts Council of Kern and is dis-
played in the lobby area near the
entrance to the Beale auditorium.

All of the artwork has a texture or
form that invites touching. The exhib-
it, which was first shown last October
at the Younger Gallery, was developed
as a means of giving people who are
blind or visually impaired an oppor-
tunity to enjoy art by touching it with
the palms of their hands or their fin-
gers.

It also can be appreciated by indi-
viduals who do have sight.

“For the complete ‘touch without
seeing’ experience, eye masks can be
borrowed from the library’s Informa-
tion Desk,” Rutledge said in an email.
“To obtain a mask, patrons must
leave a photo ID which will be
returned when they are through look-
ing at the exhibit.”

Artists whose work is being shown
include Eileen Ettinger, Iva Fendrick,
Enemerio Galvan, Justin Jennings,
David Leitch, Marcy Holbrook, Bill
Malis, Brian Stanton, Dan Slayton,
Marlene Tatsuno and Hank Washing-
ton. Anyone interested in purchasing
one or more pieces may contact the
Arts Council at 324-9000.

BCT awards ceremony
If enthusiasm and a positive atti-

tude can ignite interest in the Bakers-

field Community Theatre, then artis-
tic director Kenneth Whitchard
should have it made.   

“I want everyone to know that
rumors of BCT closing down are not
true; we’re here and we’re not moving
anywhere,” said Whitchard.  “We’re
stepping up the game and I want the
community to come back and be
involved in our 86th season.”

For starters, he’d like to see a good
turnout at BCT’s 2012-13 awards cer-
emony on Saturday evening. For the
first 30 minutes, finger foods and bev-
erages will be served in the patio that
fronts the theater. The party will then
move inside for the awards presenta-
tion and light entertainment. In a
recent phone conversation, he also
mentioned some of the improve-
ments that are being made to the
South Chester Avenue facility, partic-
ularly the separate structure that
serves as a lobby for the playhouse.

“We’re redoing the box office
lounge and updating the restrooms,”
he said. “And we’re going to have a
plaque engraved with the names of all
our donors — we need to do it in a
big way.”

In past years, BCT has ended its
season in early June with the Festival
of One Acts. Whitchard has shifted the
festival to August, however, and it will
open the 2013-14 season.   

Pat Kerley is directing “Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory,” a youth the-
ater production that opens June 7.

Whitchard, who teaches vocal
music at McKinley Elementary
School, will play the part of Willy
Wonka.
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From left: Chris Burzlaff, Josh Evans, Tim Fromm, Tim Anthony, Cody
Ganger and Jessica Burzlaff appear in The Empty Space production of “The
Nerd.”
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